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13,000 Yanks 
AWL Daily 
In Europe 

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT 

Xnr Toth Hum Special I. 

A. Globe ud SbIL Cop yri g h t 

rails. Jin. 25. — Between 12.000 
and 13,000 American loldlen arc 
abaent without official leave ai a 
dally averac* In the European 
theatre, and a large percentage 
gravitate toward Parii, BrigXJcn 
Picas B. Rogers, commanding gen¬ 
eral of the Paris area, known a* 
the Seine section, revealed today 
This tact, he said, together with the 
lack of discipline It Implies, ex¬ 
plains why so many soldiers have 
bwn- arrested for black market 
operation! and other offenses in the 
Paris area. 

Gen. Rogers explained that, con¬ 
trary to the belief of many soldiers, 
the current dgaret and gasoline 
courts-martial are by no means 
cases of witch-burning. Instead, 
they are part of a real effort to 
whip the rising crime problem In 
which no one will be spared. 

General Sent Bon. 

Six officers Involved in the 716th 
Railways Battalion's black market 
dealing were arrested by order of 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, he 
stated. On another occasion an 
officer as high as brigadier-general 
was sent home to the United State, 
for a similar offense. 

The general displayed statistics 
showing that 743 soldiers were 
arrested In the Paris area from 
Jan. 1 to Jan. 24* and that the trend 
Is definitely up. Two deserters 
were killed, one escaped, and 


two 


Nazis Alsace Drive 
Blocke d by 7th Army jj 


Faria, Jan. 23 (AP).—The Ger¬ 
man! opened up In Eastern France 
today with what may be their lait 
offensive in the west. but It was 
slowed to a crawl by savage United 
States 7th ; jArmy counter-attacks 
after breaking across the ntw 
American Moder River line at four 
places. s 

The attack rolled out at dawn 
along a 20-mile front north of 
Strasbourg, with three crack armor¬ 
ed divialons pacing at least three 
other* In an assault which nowhere 
gained as much as two miles. A 
front despatch said hard fighting 
raged tonight with the Americans 
Inflicting punishing losses. 

AH along the front, a late despatch 
said, the Germans were checked or 
smashed back. 

The threat to American positions 
at pivotal Haguenau, probably an 
initial German objective, was cased 
by infantry counter-attacks which 
shoved the enemy back across the 
Moder River east of this town, 15 
miles north of Strasbourg. 

Three German crossings of the 
Moder in considerable force from 
two to five miles west of Haguenau 
and 15 miles deep into Alsace, also 
were under attack and the enemy! 
was being driven back across the 
river. 

It was along the Moder that Lt.- 
Gen. Alexander Patch's forces had 
set up a new line after pressure 
forced a withdrawal further north. 

Major Effort 

While late reports said the Ger-^ 
mans were being “contained,'* there. 


military policemen were wounded I * ” *« attempt to minimize the 
— I force of the push, and a United 


In a black market raid last Satur¬ 
day. Of 1.723 military personnel in 
Paris guardhouses today, 422 are 
simple AWOL’* who w ill be re-, 
turned to be dealt with by their 
units, while about the same number 
are involved In robbery, the black 
market and other crimes, who will 
b# trio* Jn Paris. ^ 

Mxf.Min E-IOdbe-rf Htts&o. 
who perf or m s the functions of| 
attorntptftnml or trial Judge' 
advocate la tha Faria area, told tMfl 
correspondent that rising black 
market price*, show thst drastic 
police measures and stiff sentence* 
are having the desired effect. 

Following the announcement of 
five death sentence* »nd other* to 
life imprUonmeqf or long year* at 
hard labor, tha price of r package 
of American dgaret* increased 
from about 100 francs or $2 to about 
175 franca, while a five-gallon can 
of gasoline ha* risen from 500 to 
POO franc*, 

"It is not the monetary value of 
the thefts which is involved at all/* 
h* explained, "but the real military 
Importance of supplie* being divert¬ 
ed from the front." 

Maj, Kieffer expressed the opinion 
that if the AWOL problem could 
be controlled black market oper¬ 
ations would quickly dwindle. 
"Some men come into Paris for « 
good time, run out of money, get 
acared and then discover the black 
market as a way to live. There is 
always a smart guy who lies low 



Today's Casualties 

Casualties lifted by the Ca¬ 
nadian armed services for pub¬ 
lication today: 


Dead .. 

Wounded . 


Visaing . 


Total . 



Ontario list* will be found on 

Page 7. 


A 1st Canadian Army reconnais¬ 
sance patrol Wednesday night found 
the Germans had pulled out of a 
toehold they established two weeks 


NAZIS’ AI.SACE DRIVE—Page 2 even the* security of the world" 


_nd use* other* to drive truck* and i speculated the next big Allied drive 
bring in the goods which he can sell ; will 

"We distinguish AWOL from de- ‘ 
aertion according to intent. If a 
man bought civilian clothe* and ob¬ 
viously never intended to return to 
the army, he is a deserter. Many 
©f these have long previous crime 
records. Other* take to AWOL Ilk* 
strong drink, but eventually *nap 
out of h and return." 

High French police quarter* mean¬ 
while confessed their relative help¬ 
lessness in the army's black market 
problem. Many more civilians than 
military personnel are arrested in 
each black market raid, but French 
court* are *o overloaded with purge 
cases thst few have reached trial. 


States staff officer declared it was! 
a "major effort” to try to reconquer! 
aR Alsace, which Hitler had Incor^] 
porated into Germany In 1940. j 

The Germans struck under cover ; 
of thick weather a* they did in the: 

Hi-fated Ardennes campaign, at-! 
tacking with at least one armored] 
division-shifted from the Ardennes, 
two other armored division*, one 
parachute division and two infantry 
divisions. 

In addition they had other troops 
In reserve and also had units coun¬ 
ter-attacking in Southern Alsace 
against the French 1st Army to 
keep up the pressure all along the 
Alsatian front. 

The Allies run afford to give 
ground here, and the Germans cho.<e 
to attack—from Haguenau westward 
to the Voiges—at a time when the 
Allies further north were seizing 
the territory they need for the 
supreme as-sault on Germany from 
th* wejrt. 

The British 2nd Army, engulfing 
eight more towns as deep as 11 mile* 
into Germany, was within a mile 
of the Roer River, barrier to the 

Cologne plain, and sending patrols the Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin con-| 
stabbing toward the river. The j ference. lie alio explained 

Tommies were 24 mile* tou’hwfst ! rr , RM , • . „ , . 

, ., , ,| i, . . rranee does not intend to recognize 

of the enemy4 Holland stronghold 

of Raymond, and had flattened the 
German salient on that front north 
of Aachen. 

The German* were falling hack 
to the Roer. from where they have. 


“All Same Ontario”— This picture tells its own story. 
Far away in snowbound Holland, Spr. Bert Stenhouse 
of 30 Hendrick Ave., Toronto, writes across the wind¬ 
shield of his jeep a climatic comparison. 


Right to Guard Rhine 
Frontier During Peace 
Demanded by de Gaulle 

Paris, Jan. 25 (APh—Gen. dei He told 200 French and foreign 
Gaulle told a press conference today correspondent* that the history of 

tnat "France doe. not Inter.* to' la>t 100 has shown «hat ; 

, , , . this was necessary’ *nd explained 

LnLh this war without the a*sur- that France had suffered too much 
anre that the French Army will be in this war not to claim the guar- 
installed permanently along the antee. 
length of the Rhine from one end to See* Allied Control 
the other." j •'We envisage control of the en 

The head of the Provisional t tire Rhine basin as an industrial 
French Government said regretfully | unit," Gen. de Gaulle said, adding 

that France had not been invited to . ,h » t P'raps would be an 

j interallied control because we 
have no reason to exclude the other 
that; Allied nations." 

inizej Gen. de GauIIc explained that 
the Lublin Committee as the Pro-; French garrisoning of the Rhine 
visional Government of Poland-at - would , n0 ‘ nec«»arlly Imply extern 
I immed»Mteiv i ,,on *>f France’s frontier to that 

confer- r * vpr - sa *d region's political 
' status depended on accords with 


Clark Field on 
Luzon Taken 
y Americans 

By a YATES McDANIEL 

Ley#*, Jan. 26 (Friday) (AP).—, 
Clark Field, whose 13 airstrips con¬ 
stitute one of the richest prizes yet 
taken In the Pacific war, wa* cap¬ 
tured Thursday by southward driv¬ 
ing American* along with adjacent 
Fort Stotsenburg, while other col¬ 
umns pushed to within a scaut 40 
airline miles of Manila. 

Clark Field, where Japanese diva- 
bombers wiped out the Americans* 
main sir strength In the PhiUppInes 
In early December, 1942, may serve 
as a land air base to help blast 
open landing beaches on th# coast 
of China. ^ 

Swift Ad ranee 

The United Stales 14th Army Air 
Corps, moving-so fast that the Japa¬ 
nese were unable to mass defenses 
In areas where they had labored for 
months, sent motorized columns 
well beyond Clark Field. 

Angeles, five miles south of Clark 
Field, was reached. To the north¬ 
east, other columns took Magalang, 
highway junction on the direct 
route to Manila. 

On the west coast, south of Paso! 
Bay, the Americans advanced more 
than five miles south from Infanta 
to take the Town of Santa Cruz. 

Corregidor fortress, in Manila 
Bay, was bombed for the second 
straight day. and. enemy Installa¬ 
tions in Subic Bay to the north 
were attacked as well as the port 
of Aparri, on the northern coast 
of Luzon. 

Maintain Heavy Freaaur# 

Heavy pressure was maintained 
on Japanese entrenched at Rosario, 
on the highway to Baguio, southern 
capital of the Philippines. Resis¬ 
tance here has been the most pro¬ 
nounced of the Luzon campaign. 

Heavy bombers operating with a 
fighter escort heavily attacked the 
big Cavite naval base in Manila 
Bay, causing large explosions and 
fires, the communique reported, and 
a 10,000-tea .tank— ■ wa* 4—t raped 
off AparrL 

Tha coouauAiwa.. aakU. jtMod 
forcas. attar takin* dark flald, 
wera >nta*ad la clcorin# enemy 
troops from near-by hllla- while ad¬ 
vance units probed toward Manila. 
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Russians at Baltic; 



Gm. Joseph W. StflweB, 

Who has been assigned to com¬ 
mand of the US. Army ground 
fortes. Recently recalled from 
command in Chlna-Burma-IndU, 
he succeeds LL-Gen. Ben Lear, 
who has been named administra¬ 
tive chief in Europe. 


in: 


Oumansky, Eight Others 
Killed in Plane Crash 


By CAMILLE M. CIA NT A BRA 
New York Timee Special to 
The Globe sad Mall. Copyright 
Mexico City, Jan. 25.—Soviet Am¬ 
bassador and Mrs. Constantine A. 
Oumansky were burned to death at 
5:35 this morning when a Mexican 
military plane burst into flames and 
crashed Just outside the airport 
limits less than two minute* after 
Its takeoff. Seven others. Including 
three members of the Embassy and 
four of the crew, were also killed, 
while two others were burned seri¬ 
ously. 

Mr. Oumansky was on his way to 


Subzero Levels to Continue, 
But Worst of Cold Over 


Bitterest January cold snap in 18 
year* in Toronto U to relent *ome- 
what today, "but.wo atlU won't have 
anything Uke tropical weather," the 
Weatherman said last night as the 
mercury, which fell to 13 below zero 
at 8:20 zjoi . Thursday, again headed 
for subzero night levels. It was 17 
below on Jan. 26,1927. Cloudy skies 
and scattered tnowflurrtes are ex¬ 
pected to bring temperature* up to¬ 
day# after a possible 6 below having 
been forecast for during th* night 

Unofficial readings at 1 o’clock 
this morning showed Main BL In 
East Toronto and Keelt St, West 
Toronto, with th* lowest tempera¬ 
tures, 8 below. North Toronto re¬ 
ported 3 below zero, while down¬ 
town th# temperature was zero. 

Some representative suburban 
temperature* at the same hour 
were: Newmarket, 22 below; Lea- 
side, 17 below; East York. 16 below; 
Etobicoke, 16 below; Barrie. 15 be¬ 
low; Bear boro, 12 below; O shawm. 


12 below; North York, 30 b*Iow; 
Foreit Hill, 9 below; Mimlco. 9 be¬ 
low; Long Branch, 9 below; Oak¬ 
ville, 9 below; York Township. 8 
below; Swansea. 8 below; New To¬ 
ronto, 1> below. 

While the worst of the cold wave 
ha* passed over this region, it will 
continue quite cold in eastern coun¬ 
ties, the Weather Bureau predicted. 

Toronto's two-day cold wave set 
in at 6 a m. Wednesday, when the 
mercury began its 34-degree slide 
from 22 above zero to 13 below, offi¬ 
cial (15 and 20 below in suburban 
districts) by Thursday morning 
Wannest all day yesterday was 3 
above zero at 4 p.m. It was the cold¬ 
est winter day here since the 21 be¬ 
low of Feb. 15, 1943. All-time low 
here was 25 below on Feb. 5. 1855. 

This hss been the coldest January 
in 25 years, with temperatures 
throughout the month averaging 
only 15 above zero, as against a 
normal January reading of 23 l Jan¬ 
uary, 1620, averaged 13. 


lea>t. not immediately. 

Appearing in the glacial 
ence room of the War Ministry — , 

a huge army overcoat and rubbing! 0 h<>r coun r ^** 
his hands frequently to keep them Dealing with the Polish political 
warm. Gen. de Gaulle declared that :Question, Gen, de Gaulle said: 
French troops must be placed alongj "France want* Poland herself to 
the Rhine after the war "not onl> < ohoost* her Government. Up to now 
for French security, hut for the have the Polish people had a chance 
security of Western Europe and; to manifest their intuitions and de¬ 
sire*? I do not think so. So, we 
shall see.” 

France now recognizes the Polish 
Government In London, but has ex¬ 
changed delegates with the Lublin 
Provisional regime. The French 
delegate is charged with protecting 
IheJntereits of French nationals In 
territories under Lublin control. 

Asked If France had asked to be 
Invited to the Big Three conference, 
Gen. de Gaulle said that there had 
been no formal request, but that 
France enjoyed good diplomatic re¬ 
lations with the United States, Brit¬ 
ain and the Soviet Union, and be¬ 
lieved all three Governments knew 
the French attitude. 

A full-dress conference of all the 
United Nations should not be held. 
Gen. de Gaulle said, until Intergov¬ 
ernmental discuisions have been 
carried further and the trend of 
the war has become clearer. 

He said there were no negotia¬ 
tions under way for a British- 
French alliance similar to Franco’s 
20-year pact with Russia. 

”W* have had no request from the 
English for such a pact, although we 
expect to define the conditions of 
our alliance, which has been opera¬ 
tive now for more than four years,” 
the general stated. 


Costa Rica, where he was to pre¬ 
sent his letters of credence as Min¬ 
ister to that country following the 
establishment of diplomatic rela¬ 
tions last year. To avoid stops in 
other Centra) American countries 
during the trip, Mr. Oumansky had 
asked for a military plane Instead 
of a regular commercial airliner, 
and the Mexican Government had 
put at hi* disposal a twin-engined 
Lockheed C-60 transport which had 
been converted into a medium 
bomber. 

The only eyewitness to the acci¬ 
dent who was willing to talk was 
Juan Gonzales, 44-year-old laborer, 
who was waiting for a street car 
in the village of Penon about two 
and a half miles from the airfield 
which is well outside Mexico City. 

Gonzales said that he saw the 
transport while it was climbing 
slowly over the further end of the 
field at a height of about 400 feet. 
Suddenly, he said, streaks of red¬ 
dish-blue flame* issued from the 
engines. The plane lost ^altitude 
rapidly and it collided with'the top 
of the fence that encloses the air¬ 
port. crashed into the ground be¬ 
yond It and bounced bark into the 
air as a result of the impart. 

Gonzales said that the cruft was 
barely 15 feet about the ground 
whrn the gasoline tanks exploded 
and it fell In flames about 200 
yards from the airport fence. 

Mr. Oumansky’* personal secre- 
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Your Morning Smile 

Doctor—You have nothing to 
worry about; the electricity in the 
atmosphere affects your system. 
That will be $2. please. 

Patient—I guess you’re right, doc¬ 
tor; there ara times when I feel 
overcharged. 


War Summary 

Friday, Jan. 26, 1945 

Weeteijs FroAt: Desperate as 
is their plight in the East, the 
Germans have summoned up 
sufficient strength in the west 
to mark a new offensive. At 
least six -divisions struck on 
Wednesday on a 20-mlte front 
and cracked the United State* 
7th Army's line In at least four 
places. Crossing the Moder 
River in a fog, the enemy has 
driven into Alsace as deep as 
15 miles at some spots. In spite 
of Immediate counter-attack* 
the Germans got considerable 
forces across the river, and one 
rtaff officer de*cribes the at¬ 
tack as a major attempt-to re¬ 
conquer Alsace. Savage counter- 
kftacks later slowed up the 
advance to a crawl and inflicted 
heavy losses on the enemy. 

Eastern Front: Russian armies 
had another day of Impressive 
victories*. They smashed the 
Oder River defense line In a 
front of 125 miles, laid siege to 
Breslau and drove to the Bal¬ 
tic at Elbing. This last push 
completed what was perhaps 
the greatest encirclement oper¬ 
ation of history. It sealed off 
East Prursia and trapped up¬ 
ward of a quarter of a million 
Germans who can now surren¬ 
der or be liquidated at leisure. 
Berlin reported the catastrophe, 
which Russia, so far, has not 
confirmed. Moscow, however, 
reported that tank vanguards 
had reached Vistula Delta west 
of Elbing. which would achieve 
the same result 

Far East: A fourth landing 
on the weet cozst of Burma by 
the 15th Indian Corps has run 
Into strong resistance in seek¬ 
ing to* enlarge It* bridgehead, 
but some progress has been 
made. Japanese are being killed 
in some number® in North Bur¬ 
ma, where Chinese units are 
mopping up the area between 
Namkham, Wanting and Namk- 
pappa. On Luzon American 
forces are only 40 air miles 
from Manila and have captured 
Clark Field with its 13 air¬ 
strips. 


Find Bodies of 200 Greeks 
Believed % Slain by EL AS 


By A. C. SEDGWICK 

New York Times Special te 

The Globe and Mall. Copyright 

Athens; Jan. 25.—Starving dog, 
icratchlng into the soil adjoining 
the water-filter plant in the GalaUl 
area, part of tha Uhien Water Com¬ 
pany Installation here, revealed the 
whereabouts early this morning of 
some 200 corpses. It la believed that 
a further March will reveal several 
time, that number. 

All bodies thua far examined had 
had their clothe, and ihoes stripped 
from them. There were 26 Identi¬ 
fied gendarmerie and saves stem- 


bera of tha matropolitan police 
force. 

Drt. Frey and Cluny, attached te 
tha Swts, Red Crou Committee In 
Athena, after studying the condition 
of the bodies, which they believed 
were killed a month to ,lx week, 
ago nnd therefore during the period 
of ELAS occupation of the vidnlty, 
stated that In no cast had they 
found death due to thootlng. They 
believed tha victim, were ilaugh- 
tered by hatchet, blunt Instrument 
end atoning. Yannl, Georgladei, pro- 
feitor of legal medicine at the Uni¬ 
versity of Athena, concurred with 
the Swiaa, addins his opinion that] 
soma of the victims plainly had been 
tortured befert death. 1 


U.S. More Urgent 
That Swiss Stop 
Trade With Huns 

Washington, Jan. 25 (AP). — The 
United States applied economic 
pressure to Switzerland today for 
its continued dealings with Ger¬ 
many. 

The State Department announced 
that President Roosevelt is sending 
one of h!s own Administrative 
assistants, Lauchlin Currie, to re¬ 
sume negotiations with the Swiss in 
an effort "to shorten the war." 

Mr. Currie will seek two objec¬ 
tives mainly: 

L To persuade the Swiss to dose 
their railroads to shipments of coal 
sad other gadtfa.from GkMMVaIB 
Northern Italy; 

2. To cut off continuing exports 
of some machine tools and a few 
strategic metals and food supplies 
from Switzerland into Germany. 

Mr. Currie's arguments, diplo¬ 
matic offldals said, will be reinforc¬ 
ed by Germany’s waning military 
fortunes, the growing power of the 
Allies which promises immediate 
protection for Switzerland and the 
fact that Allied domination of post¬ 
war Europe must be taken into ac¬ 
count as a vital factor in Swiss 
policy. 

The industrial resources of Switz¬ 
erland have become extremely valu¬ 
able to the Germans. Allied armies 
are pressing forward to the Ruhr 
Valley and its great factories and 
Allied planes are keeping it under 
continual bombardment Morifever, 
the Germans are losing their "Little 
Ruhr” in Silesia. 

Some time ago they were virtual¬ 
ly cut off from Swedish supply 
sources and Switzerland alone re¬ 
mains to them as an area of indus¬ 
trial production invulnerable to 
Allied military assault 

Even so, Switzerland’s resources 
have not been at the unlimited beck 
artd call of the German war ma¬ 
chine. Last October the Swiss cut 
off shipment of arm* and ammuni¬ 
tion to Germany. This was far 
short of what the Allies sought, but 
was all the Swiss were willing to 
do at the time, evidently because 
of their need for German coal. 


Ltadot, Jan. 25 (AP).—The Red 
Army shattered the German upper 
Oder River defense line on a 125- 
mile front today, laid siege to the 
great Silesian capital of Breslau, 
and sealed off perhaps 200,000 enemy 
troops by driving a wedge to the 
Baltic southwest of beleaguered 
Ko nigs berg. East Prussian capital. 

Surging on through swirling 
snowstorms, the Russians were re¬ 
ported by tbe Soviet Army news¬ 
paper Red Star to be within 125 
miles of Berlin, presumably to the 
southeast 

The German D.N.B. agency re¬ 
ported tha Russian penetration to 
the Baltic at Elbing. one of the 
greatest encirclement operations In 
history. Moscow had not officially 
confirmed this report but des¬ 
patches from that capital said tank 
vanguards had reached the Vistula 
Delta west of Elbing. 

Breaking Into Elbing itself, 63 
miles southwest of Konlgsberg and 
30 miles southeast of Danzig, the 
Russians rut t^ie last railway serv¬ 
ing the trapped German forces In 
East Prussia, which is an important 
food source for Berlin and Northern 
Germany. 

Capture 1JM Town* - 

The Soviet communique tonight 
announced the capture of more 
than L500 towns and village*, in¬ 
cluding 700 in East Prussia and 150 
on the German-Polish Silesian front 

Closing on Elbing the Russians 
took Baum garth, 12 miles to the 
south and 35 southeast of Danzig; 
Plkplaiken, 25 miles south of El¬ 
bing, Briensdorf, nine miles east of 
Elbing; and Herrnsdorf. six miles 
northeast of Briensdorf and 12 mJIes 
from the Frisches Haff, or Baltic 
lagoon coast. 

Driving on Poznan, last big Polish 
stronghold before the German fron-j 
tier due east of Berlin, other units 
took Potasze. seven miles on the 
north, and Swarxedz, only five miles 
east of Poznan, and 142 mile* from 
Berlin, the closest Red Army pene¬ 
tration due east of. the German 
capital yet announced by the Soviet 
Command. 

At th# end of two week* of light¬ 
ning war the German High Com¬ 
mand said that Marshal Ivan S. 
Konev's 1st Ukraine Army units had 
crossed the Oder River at various 
points on both tides of Breslau be¬ 
tween Steinau, 140 miles southeast 
of Berlin, and Cosel, 18 mile* from 
the Moravian frontier of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia. 

Moscow had not confirmed the 
crossing officially, but Soviet front 
despatches did. 

Gleiwitz, an important industrial 


Canadian Censor 
Breaks Record 

New York Time* Special to 
The Globe and Mall. Copyright 
Borne, Jan. 25 — A Canadian 
press censor has Just broken a 
record. Unfortunately It wa, 
the record of the weekly 
radio program “Sidewalks of 
Rome.” which an American ser¬ 
geant had brought in for censor¬ 
ship before being played over 
the air by the American Expe¬ 
ditionary station. The censor 
listened to the prebroadcast 
playing of th, record. Then he 
raised a rubber stamp marked 
“Passed” and brought It down 
on the centre of the disc with 
such enthusiastic approbation 
that the record shattered. 


city of 1 IS,000 in the southeastern 
corner of Germany, fell to KoneVa 
troops, who also seized Chrzanow, 
Polish coal centres 34 miles to the 
southeast. Premier Stalin announc¬ 
ed in an order of the day. Glelwttx 
Is the largest German city yet 
taken by the Russians. 

Sweeping around GMwItz toward 
Czechoslovakia and also striking Ip- 
to the German hinterland north'of 
the Sudeten mountains, the Rus¬ 
sians rapidly were encircling the 
entire corner of the rich Silesian 
basin with it* huge coat, zinc and 
Iron ; mines * and factories which 
make.it the “Ruhr of the eaat.- 

HinijknDurg and Beuthen, big 
German industrial cities and Kato¬ 
wice, Chorzow, Sosnowlce and Da- 
browa not only were menaced fron¬ 
tally but were outflanked from the 
rear by the Russians pouring across 
the Oder—a natural barrier which 
the Germans had hoped to hold 
after their rout on the frozen Polish 
plains. 

In nno!her order of the day Mar¬ 
shal Stalin announced capture of 
Oels, a nine-way road hub 14 miles 
northeast of besieged Breslau, and 
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Heavy Opposition 
Met by Indians 
In Burma Landing 

Myitkyfju, J* n . 25 (CP). — Th# 
enemy is "strongly resiiUng” I5th 
Indian Corps troops fighting to en¬ 
large a bridgehead toward Kangaw 
on th# Burma west coast. It was 
announced today. 

This landing, made yesterday, was 
the fourth in the current British 
offensive on tha wpst coast It was 
made norlhtast of th* My ebon Pen¬ 
insula, and wa* aimed at the left 
flank of thousand* of Japan**# 
troops concentrated in th# Myo- 
haung and Southern Kaladan area*. 

A communique said British troops 
which landed last Sunday on Raro- 
rce Island, the third landing of th* 
series, continued to progress south¬ 
ward. Japanese snipers and strag¬ 
glers in the neighborhood of th# 
Town of Kyaukpyu, on the island's 
north coast, wer# being mopped up. 

Th# American task force road 
block on the Burma Road began 
paying off today as scores of som# 
700 trapped Japanese ware being 
chopped down by rifle and artillery 
fire in a 30-square-mile area be¬ 
tween Namkham, Wanting and 
Nnmkpakka. 

Elements of four Chines# divisions 
were overtaking fleeing Japanese 
seeking to escape through Jungle 
around the road block. In one ene¬ 
my pocket alone Chinese troops 
killed more than 90. In another 
hiding place in a bamboo grove 10 
more Japanese were slain by Chi¬ 
nese infantry. 

It was too early to determine the 
total number of enemy casualties, 
as manjj Chinese guards engaged in 
mopping up this North Burma area 
have been out of touch with head¬ 
quarters for many hours. 

A Japanese column attempting to 
sneak around the road block cam# 
under the fire of American artillery, 
which reported “good result*.” 



RuttimBs ooattraias iwift mad powerful advmaeee have driven in to Elbing to cut 
off East Prussia; to Nikolaiken, 39 miles southeast of Darcrig: across Oder at numerous 
points on both sides of Breslau, and have captured: Gleiwitz, city of 11*000. In Steinatf 
area, Russian troops are 125 miles from Berlin. 
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